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Project overview
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Education in Europe is faced with significant sociodemographic and economical changes. To develop
cohesively and inclusively, education and training
need to devise plans and strategies that will allow
citizens to play an active role in democratic life.
Education needs to be prepared to provide adequate
training of children whose way of thinking, behaviour,
preferences, expectations and learning styles are
very different from those of teachers.
Therefore, the project Children As Philosophers
(CAPs) has a key objective:
To enable learners to engage in a creative
and critical process of enquiry within a
collaborative and supportive community.

Project update
The CAPs project is now drawing to a close and
finalising nearly 2 years of work between 8 partners
across 6 nations. The project has developed and
grown significantly since the first seeds were planted
at the initial planning meeting in Walsall in October
2017.
The continued collaboration has led to the
development of a number of outcomes that have
already impacted on staff and pupils:
•

3 Joint staff trainings have taken place, the
first in Italy in December 2017 (Principles of
Philosophy and Creative thinking); the second
one in Romania (Metacognition) in April 2018
and the third in Sweden (Social philosophy).

•

29 pupils and 14 staff from the UK, Romania,
Bulgaria and Sweden joined together in two weeklong pupils’ exchanges in Northamptonshire, UK
(June 2018) and Plovdiv, Bulgaria (June 2019).

Both exchanges involved creative, cultural, social
and sporting events in which the children and
staff collaborated on many different activities.
•

A publication of good practice has been developed
between the partners containing 60 free readymade activities to use with children.

•

Training guidelines and a training package have
been developed containing theory, informative
sections and practical activities to develop the
content of each of the following 3 thematic areas:
Principles of philosophy and Creative thinking;
Metacognition and Social philosophy.

•

A publication of examples of how the partners
have implemented the project methods within
their settings.

•

An online database of the teaching activities
which are searchable under the 3 thematic areas
of the project.

•

6 Multiplier events have been held at local level
to share the project outcomes and available
resources with the wider educational community.

•

A project video clip showcasing the project
results and encouraging the wider community to
access free resources.

All materials of the project have been developed
in the 6 partner languages (English, Bulgarian,
Swedish, Italian, German and Romanian) allowing
access to a wide European audience.

News from Europe
3rd Joint staff training in Sweden
The third joint staff training event was organised by
Önums Friskola in Sweden, in February 2019.
The theme of the event was Social philosophy which
saw the partners engaging in a series of activities
over a period of five days.
During the first two days, the training included
exploration and discussion around social philosophy
and activities to explicitly embed strategies to
overcome barriers to learning and social inclusion.
The school visit on day three to the school was a
highlight of the training which involved staff engaged
in lesson observations and social philosophy
activities with children.

The day culminated with all partners working
collaboratively to prepare and cook a traditional
Swedish dinner followed by participating in traditional
folk songs.

Pupils’ exchange events
Following the highly successful UK pupils’ exchange
in June 2018, 4 partners from the UK, Bulgaria,
Romania and Sweden joined once more in Plovdiv,
Bulgaria in June 2019.
A total of 14 children and 8 staff were hosted by Hristo
Smirnenski Primary school, Rakovsky, for a full week
of immersion into Bulgarian education and culture.
Partners worked collaboratively to organise activities
in and out of the classroom including: craft activities,
dance competitions, a school concert and end of
year celebrations, making new friendships, sports,
philosophical sessions, workshops at a pottery centre,
robotics, creating comics, bread making, excavation
activities, folk dancing, creating a philosophy garden,
toga making, creating films on philosophy, and much
more.
The week ended with a celebration and an evaluation
with many children realising how much they had
accomplished which was acknowledged with the
presentation of certificates of achievement.

Multiplier events
A number of multiplier events took place between
May and June 2019 across all partner countries.
The events provided attendees with an opportunity
to hear about the project and its results, engage in
some activities and access the sample resources
which will be available to download for free.
The project introductory video was used to outline
the project objectives, activities and results achieved
over the past two years.
Furthermore, workshops around the 3 thematic areas
of Principles of philosophy and Creative thinking,
Metacognition and Social philosophy were offered to
the participants to provide an opportunity to observe
and try the developed methods.
In some cases, children from various age groups
participated in the workshops demonstrating the
flexibility of the materials.
The events, attended by over 150 educators, were
well received across the 6 countries.

News and events

Project partners

In June 2019, the final project meeting took place in
Modena, hosted by the Comune di Modena.
Staff were given a warm welcome and took the
opportunity to visit a local preschool which had
engaged with the project methodology.
Partners enjoyed the opportunity to see how the
project had impacted at a local level with children of
such a young age.
During the meeting, partners evaluated the enormous
amount of work and results achieved over the course
of the project period. It was clear how much the
project had positively impacted staff, pupils and the
wider community in each of the 6 countries.
The meeting was finally drawn to a close with partners
all tasked with the final steps which will lead to the
project materials being available in 6 languages for
the public to download and access soon.
To find out more about the project and how to access
all the FREE resources, visit:

http://www.childrenasphilosophers.com
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