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Project overview
Education in Europe is faced with significant
socio-demographic and economical changes.
To develop cohesively and inclusively, education
and training need to devise plans and strategies
that will allow citizens to play an active role in
democratic life.
Education needs to be prepared to provide
adequate training of children whose way of
thinking, behaviour, preferences, expectations
and learning styles are very different from those
of teachers.
Therefore, the project Children As Philosophers
(CAPs) has a key objective:
To enable learners to engage in a
creative and critical process of inquiry
within a collaborative and supportive
community.

Primary focus
Eight partners from 6 countries will work
collaboratively to develop and share their
knowledge and skills in order to:
•

increase key competences for children in
order for them to fully participate in and
contribute to a multicultural society

•

develop a robust and tangible methodology
that employs methods that support the
development of basic skills through the
use of inquiry based philosophy skills and
creating thinking techniques

•

equip teaching and non-teaching staff with
a range of skills, key principles and relevant
methodologies.

The target group of the project are learners (age
range: 3-12 years old) and staff in pre-school
and primary education.
‘Children As Philosophers’ aims to promote
and offer an innovative methodology within
the practice of philosophy with children that
addresses specifically social inclusion. The
interest towards this theme rises from the
consideration that the practice of philosophy is
a useful tool that supports the development of
critical and social skills in children and teenagers,
favouring the implementation of a new form of
collective action, inspired by values as peaceful
living, respect, dialogue and debate.
Philosophy
and creative thinking are
important tools for developing strategies for
peaceful conflict resolution, especially within a
multicultural context.
The project foresees staff and pupils working
together to develop a number of resources.
Staff will engage in a number of joint training
events which will then be cascaded to other
staff in schools incorporating new methods, with
pupils actively involved in developing work to
share and showcase with their peers across the
project countries. The training themes are:
•

Principles of
thinking (Italy)

Philosophy

•

Metacognition (Romania)

•

Social philosophy (Sweden)

and

Creative

1st partnership meeting
The first partnership meeting, hosted by LEAP
in Walsall, UK last October, got off to a great
start with partners taking park in several
activities to get to know each other and share
their expectations for the project.
The two-day meeting commenced with
discussions on the content, aims and objectives
of the project which led to exploring the project
outcomes and developing a detailed work plan
for each output with time frames and the roles
and responsibilities of each partner.
The partners agreed on the dates and format
of the three joint staff training events, which will
run over the next 2 years. They discussed the
development of the survey strategy to use to

collect best practice as well as the training
packages that will be devised around the content
of three joint staff.
They discussed the importance of dissemination
to staff and pupils and the gathering of work
produced.
The partners were introduced to the proposed
visual identity of the project which was then
agreed and they worked together to define
specific aspects.
Although a short visit, partners were made
really welcome on their visit to Walsall and had
the opportunity to be introduced to the local
culture and sites of historical interest.

1st Joint Staff Training
The first joint staff training event was
organised by Fondazione Collegio San Carlo in
collaboration with Comune di Modena and held
in December 2017 in Modena, IT. The theme
of the event was Principles of Philosophy and
Creative thinking.
The training took place over a period of five
days and focused on developing a common
understanding of key principles of philosophy
and creative thinking.
The training included exploring and discussing
these key principles and theories and on the
application of these through practical activities
and exercises.
Staff took part in several tasks in class and
outside of the classroom, simulating tasks
and activities that pupils would take part in to
develop their understanding of philosophical
topics. These included the role of the city and
community, the necessity of trade and worked
collaboratively to illustrate the city through their
eyes.
The school visit on day 3 to Modena Est was of
particular interest to the partners.
The staff were very welcoming and allowed
the group to observe class lessons, meet the
children, talk to staff and ask lots of questions!
The final day focused primarily on developing an
action plan for cascading and implementing the
skills, knowledge and learning experience back
into the project partner countries.

News and events

Project partners

2nd Joint Staff training
The next joint staff training will take place in
Cluj, Romania in April 2018.
The event will take place over 5 days and will
focus on strategies to develop metacognition.
The event will be jointly delivered by staff from the
Bliss Charity School in Northampton, Language
Education And Partnerships in Walsall and EFL
School in Cluj.
They have been working hard to prepare
workshop sessions which will help staff develop
relevant skills and knowledge to develop
learners’ understanding of metacognition.

1st Pupils mobility
Staff from both the Bliss Charity school and
Language Education And Partnerships will host
the 1st pupils’ mobility in June 2018.
The event will see 15 pupils and 7 staff from
Romania, Sweden and Bulgaria joining pupils
and staff here in the UK for a seven day event.
To find out more about the project and how you
can benefit visit:
http://www.childrenasphilosophers.com/
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